
 

 
 

 
 
 

Texas Thespians Festival 
November 20th -23rd 

 

Information Packet 

  



HOTEL INFORMATION: 
The Gaylord Texan Resort & Convention Center  

1501 Gaylord Trail  
Grapevine, Texas 76051 

 
DIRECTOR’S INFORMATION: 

Steward Savage 
Cell Number: 412 580 4370 

Email: ssavage1@houstonisd.org  
 

CHAPERONE INFORMATION: 
Steward Savage 
Julio Morales 
Kayla Boffone 

Allison Underhill 
 
 
 

NOTE: 
The festival is an excused absence from school.  

However, each student is responsible for contacting their teachers and making up any lost 
instruction time, assignments, or assessments. 

 
 
 

  

mailto:ssavage1@houstonisd.org


Dear Thespians, 
  
We will be attending Texas Thespian State Festival in Grapevine on November 20th-23rd, 2019. 
The Festival will be held at the Gaylord Texan Resort Hotel & Convention Center in Grapevine. 
  
The cost for the Festival will be approximately $350.00.  
  
Participation at Festival is mandatory. Your badge will be pulled if you are found 
loitering, hanging out, sleeping in the hallways, sitting around, and/or not involved in a 
workshop or performance. If your badge is pulled, you and I will have to go before the Chapter 
Director. If we have to meet with the Chapter Director, we run the risk of not being allowed to 
attend Festival next year. Please read and follow all the rules! And realize that if you go to 
Festival, that this is a time for you to learn everything you possibly can! 
  
As a member of our troupe, I expect the following from you: 
➢        You will represent our school as an outstanding Thespian! 
➢        You will fold your Consent & Acceptance Form and place it behind your name tag 
➢        You will wear your nametag above the waist at all times! 
➢        You will wear the designated t-shirts for each day (details in the packing list below) 
➢        You will be respectful to all Festival Staff and Student State Board members 
➢        You will follow all rules of our school and you will abide by Festival Rules 
➢        You will exhibit GREAT audience etiquette!  
➢        During performances and workshops, proper theater etiquette includes: 

★       no talking 
★       no texting 
★       no eating 
★       no sleeping 

  
Steward Savage 
Texas Thespians, Performance Chair 
Director of Theatre Arts 
Fine Arts Department Chair 
 
Carnegie Vanguard HS 
1501 Taft Street 
Houston, TX 77019  
  

https://maps.google.com/?q=1501+Taft+Street%0D+Houston,+TX+77019&entry=gmail&source=g
https://maps.google.com/?q=1501+Taft+Street%0D+Houston,+TX+77019&entry=gmail&source=g


Cost Breakdown 
$150 Registration ** 
$150 Hotel rooms 
$50 Miscellaneous (T-Shirt, IE Event, Troupe display) 
** Only Thursday & Friday dinner is included. The parent booster will be providing coolers with 
breakfast food items. Please plan accordingly for other meals. 
 
 

Packing List 
*Please pack lightly* 

Clothing: 
-Faust or Flick T-Shirt (to be worn Thursday) 
-ITS Polo (to be worn Friday, cannot be worn to IE’s) 
-Carnegie Theatre Shirt (to be worn Saturday) 
-Pants/skirts/shorts 
-Socks  
-Shoes (closed-toed preferred) 
-Pyjamas 
-Undergarments 
 
Dress code for events: 
Individual Events: All black, professional attire (including socks & shoes) 
Improv Challenge: Troupe shirt and jeans 
Team Tech Challenge: Closed toed shoes 
 
Toiletries: (you do not have to bring ALL of these items if you do not use them. Coordinate with 
your room for shareable items.) 
-Shampoo, conditioner, soap 
-Toothpaste, toothbrush, floss 
-Lotion 
-Deodorant 
-Feminine/Masculine products 
 
Optional: 
-Book 
-Computer & charger 
-Phone & charger 
-Camera & charger/extra batteries  



Itinerary 
*Tentative and subject to change* 

*Students are required to attend workshops during their free time.* 
 

Wednesday, November 20th: 
4:30 PM- Leave for the Gaylord Texas 
8:30 PM- Arrive @ the Gaylord Texas, Registration 
11:30 PM - Lights out. 
 
Thursday, November 21st: 
8:00 AM- Breakfast, Turn in room keys to Savage 
8:30 AM- Tech Challenge and Workshops 
10:00 AM - 12:30 PM- Main Stage Show 1 
12:30 PM - 1:30 PM- Lunch 
7:00 PM- Dinner 
8:15 PM - 9:30 PM- All Convention Event 
11:30 PM- Lights Out 
 
 
Friday, November 17th: 
8:00 AM- Breakfast, Turn in room keys to Savage 
8:30 AM- Tech Challenge 
10:00 AM - 12:30 PM- Main Stage Show 2 
12:30 PM - 1:30 PM- Lunch 
7:00 PM- Dinner 
8:15 PM - 9:30 PM- All Convention Event 
9:30 PM - 10:30 PM- Formal Dance, Festival’s Got Talent 
11:30 PM- Lights Out 
 
Saturday, November 18th: 
8:00 AM- Breakfast, Turn in room keys to Savage 
8:30 AM- Tech Challenge 
10:00 AM - 12:30 PM- Main Stage Show 2 
12:30 PM - 1:30 PM- Lunch 
3:00 PM- All convention Event  
5:30 PM- Leave for Houston  
10:30 PM- Arrive in Houston @ Carnegie 
 

 



Festival Rules 
All participants are required to participate in all major Festival events which include 
attending morning main-stage productions, afternoon workshops or play marathon 
presentations, auditions, evening main-stage productions, etc. 

1. All Directors and Chaperones must take full responsibility for the conduct of their 
troupe delegation during Festival weekend. This includes audience behavior in all 
performances, as well as behavior in workshop rooms, the dining hall, hallways, common 
areas, and hotels. 

2. “Lights-out” by midnight. Please take curfew enforcement seriously—hotel security 
does! Students leaving their rooms or hotels after curfew will be in violation of local 
ordinances and will be ticketed. This is essential to student safety. Students should not 
leave their rooms after curfew. Security officers will be walking the hotel 
hallways/parking lots during the 12:00 p.m. to 6:00 a.m. period and will awaken 
Directors and Security Team members to report students in violation. Students and 
Directors will then be required to attend a security panel interview the next morning, and 
may be sent home. 

3. Please do not conduct troupe meetings in the lobbies or hallways of the hotel on guest 
floors. Troupes can meet during meal times, or directors should schedule time in their 
hotel rooms. 

4. No photography will be allowed during the performances.  All electronic recording 
devices will be taken up if they are used during a performance. Please discuss copyright 
regulations and laws with your delegates (for both adults and students) and proper theatre 
etiquette. 

5. Badges are to be worn (above the waist) at all times, in all public areas, including 
hotel lobbies and hallways. Admission to all events will depend upon presentation of the 
badge to ushers and security team members. Don’t forget to put a copy of the Consent & 
Acceptance Form in with the badge. 

6. Delegates must sit in their assigned seats for Main Stage performances 
7. The color of your badge cover will identify your Meal time. 

Saving spots and cutting in any line is prohibited.  
 

1. The Festival buildings are a no-smoking area. Local ordinances will be enforced. 
2. The Texas Thespians Festival has a zero tolerance policy regarding alcohol, drugs, 

inappropriate physical contact, weapons and violence. 
3. Defacing or causing damage to property and facilities will not be tolerated. 
4. Students may not congregate in the vicinity, or inside of buildings or locations not 

used for Festival activities without a Director being present. Badges will be pulled for 
loitering or not participating in Festival activities. 

5. Students may not leave the Festival venues without a Director or Chaperone. 



6. We are all at Festival to share our love for the art of theatre. We want to treat this Festival 
and its participants with the honor and respect they deserve. Inappropriate behavior 
during performances, workshops or any part of the Festival will result in the 
delegate’s removal from the performance space and in being sent back home at the 
expense of their parents or guardians. Repeat offenses may result in the entire 
troupe being denied registration for Festival 2020. 

  
Texas Thespian Convention Code of Conduct 
Texas Thespians have security on site during the entire festival. A delegate who violates the 
Festival Rules will have to deal with the consequences of his/her behavior.  Please understand 
that we take your safety and security very seriously.  Security team members will use the 
following guidelines when dealing with all violations at the security panel interviews to be held 
during the Festival daily. 
  
The violations are divided into three categories: 

● MINOR INFRACTIONS, 
● MAJOR INFRACTIONS 
● IMMEDIATE REMOVAL FROM THE FESTIVAL 

  
The Security Chairpersons reserve the right to determine the magnitude of any violation of the 
Security Policies. It shall be left to the discretion of the Security Chairperson to determine action 
to be taken regarding any violation not covered herein. 
 
Security infractions include but are not limited to the following: 
Minor Infractions 
Badge removed- if delegate accumulates TWO (2) minor infractions, she/he will be assigned to 
mandatory close supervision by the troupe sponsor or chaperone. 

1. Found outside hotel room after 11:30 PM curfew 
2. Posting messages in the convention center or hotel (except in designated area) 
3. Throwing food or inappropriate behavior in the dining hall 
4. Causing disruptive audience behavior during a performance 
5. Failing to bring official Festival sponsor to court 
6. Using abusive language or profanity 
7. Public Displays of Affection 
8. Found outside of Festival Program area without Director knowledge OR permission 
9. Not participating in Festival activities or workshops. 

  
 



Major Infractions 
Badge removed – if delegate accumulates TWO (2) major infractions OR ONE (1) major 
infraction and TWO (2) minor infractions she/he will be sent home from the Festival at her/his 
own expense. 

1. Causing excessive noise/disruption in hotel 
2. Throwing an object out of the hotel 
3. Found off the hotel grounds after curfew 
4. Using fireworks 
5. Failing to show up at a Security Court Meeting at a designated time 
6. Severely disruptive behavior during a performance, at any Festival event or in the hotel 
7. Found in the vicinity of buildings or areas not used by the Festival without a Director 
8. Acts of vandalism or disregard for/damage of property 

  
Immediate Removal From Festival at Own Expense 
Upon first offense, immediately sent home from Festival 

1. Found in possession of or under the influence of drugs or controlled substances 
2. Found in possession of or under the influence of alcohol 
3. Found with a firearm or other weapon in his/her possession 
4. Willful setting off a false alarm 
5. Theft 


